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A Mirrored Pathway

Since the early days of civilization, when humans became aware of their ability
to overcome obstacles, symbolically recording their image and daily activities on
cave walls, art has been a permanent instrument of human expression.

Thus, from particular representations of reality, we create testimonies of life.

This is how we may contextualize the path taken by José Maciel, who, imbued with
this spirit, came to Brasilia in the 1960s. Born in Porto Alegre, in the southern state
of Rio Grande do Sul, Maciel was a pioneer. As a prominent jurist, he published
60 books, including Direito do Trabalho ao Alcance de Todos [Labor Law at Your
Fingertips]. This best-seller earned him a Gold Book Award, topping the charts
in Brazil in its category, and was also published in Braille. In addition to his more
technical production, his book Reflexdes Poéticas de Dois Advogados: Meu Pai e Eu
[Poetic Reflections of Two Lawyers: My Father and Me] also deserves attention.
He wrote it together with his father, Anor Butler Maciel, one of the most important
jurists in the country.

Through visual arts, Maciel expresses his creative vein. By spontaneously sharing
his rich personal experiences, he demonstrates a dynamic scope of artistic
representation.

From hisearly works to hismostrecent production, his devotionisunquestionable,
and has resulted in a continuous and coherent corpus of work, as defining
elements of his art.

By adding artistic craft to his role as one of the most important lawyers in Brazil’s
capital city, Maciel expands his view in the form of ancestral and spontaneous
expression.




In the field of arts, he presents himself as an eyewitness of his own history by
building a repertoire of poetic and affective narratives, as in the works in which
he portrays his wife Monica.

His inspiration is free from academic ties. Under the influence of masters such as
Iberé Camargo, with whom he jointly produced two pieces, and Pablo Picasso,
whose work is projected as a vector for his creative process, his production reflects
symbolic significance.

We can see the decoupage of a figurative approach which, little by little, is diluted
and projects new forms. The result marks a territory linked to the universe of new
modern experiences emerging in the 20th century, such as expressionism and
cubism.

In this environment, from the virgin space of support, his line and firm stroke
appear as elements that guide his production, enriching it with dynamic
movement. At the mercy of intuition, he creates scenarios from which shapes,
colors and textures emerge to define a synthetic figuration which, displaced from
its original context, creates a variety of compositions and juxtapositions.

The current exhibition presents, for the first time, a set of drawings, paintings and
ceramics by José Maciel that bring to light a representative sample of his artistic
production. Simultaneously with the launch of his biography, this collection
illustrates a significant part of his professional career.

With a trajectory based on a wide production that projects him as an eminence in
the world of the law, he surprisingly translates the mirror of a life punctuated by
multiple talents and affinities.

The result demonstrates the presence of a watchful look that sets imagination
free, clearly expanding a dialogue with the universe that surrounds it.

Claudio Pereira and Danielle Athayde
Curators

No campo das artes, ao construir um repertério de narrativas poéticas e afetivas,
comonasobrasemqueretratasuaesposaMdnica,apresenta-se como testemunha
ocular de sua propria historia.

A inspiragao é livre de amarras académicas. Sob influéncias de mestres como
Iberé Camargo, com o qual chegou a executar duas obras a quatro maos, e Pablo
Picasso, cuja obra se projeta como vetor do seu processo criativo, sua produgao
espelha significagdo simbdlica.

Nela, vemos a decupagem da figuragdo que, aos poucos, se dilui projetando
novas formas. O resultado marca um territorio vinculado ao universo das novas
experiéncias modernas emergentes no século XX, como o expressionismo e o
cubismo.

Nesse ambiente, do espago virgem do suporte, a linha e o traco firme surgem
como elementos que norteiam sua producao, agregando-lhe uma dinamica de
movimentos. A mercé da intuicdo, cria cenarios dos quais despontam formas,
cores e texturas que vao definindo uma figuragao sintética que, deslocada de seu
contexto original, cria variados jogos de composicoes e sobreposicdes.

A exibicdo inédita deste nucleo de obras composto por desenhos, pinturas e
ceramicas de José Maciel da destaque a uma parcela representativa da sua
producado artistica. Simultaneamente ao langamento de sua biografia, o conjunto
ilustra um recorte significativo de seu percurso profissional.

Com uma trajetéria fundamentada numa ampla atuagao que o projeta como
preferéncia do mundo juridico, surpreende por traduzir o espelho de um percurso
pontuado por multiplos talentos e afinidades.

O resultado demonstra a presenca de um olhar atento, que liberta a imaginacao,
expandindo com clareza um didlogo com o universo que o cerca.

Claudio Pereira e Danielle Athayde
Curadores
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Um agradecimento especial aos meus curadores Danielle Athayde e Claudio Pereira
pela coordenacao total do evento e pela coragem de mostrar meus quadros.
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Ceramicas pintadas
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